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FEBRUARY 4, 2024 
 

Masses 
Mon. to Thurs. 9 am 

Saturday 4 pm 
Sunday 9 am & 11 am 

 
 

679 W. Veterans Highway 
Jackson, NJ 08527 

Our Parish is Served by: 
Reverend Alex Enriquez, Pastor 

Deacon Christian Knoebel 
Deacon John L.White 

We invite you to celebrate with us  

website:  www.saintmonica.com 
Parish Office: 732-928-0279 

Email: parishoffice@saintmonica.com 
Fax: (732) 928-1853 

Religious Education:732-928-4038 
Email: stmonicaccd@yahoo.com 

Confessions 
Saturdays  
3:15 pm  

to 3:45 pm 
1st Thursdays 7pm 

or by appointment 
 

Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/
ParishofStMonica/ 

The Church of St. Monica is a warm, accepting, and 
caring parish that worships God, teaches and lives 

the message of Christ, seeks to support and  
strengthen family life, and serves those in need 
through parish ministries and organizations. 

CHURCH OF SAINT MONICA 
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MASS INTENTIONS IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - February 4, 2024 

Readings for the Week – February 4, 2024 

Monday, February 5, 2024  1 Kgs 8:1-7, 9-13 Ps 132:6-7, 8-10 Mk 6:53-56 

Tuesday, February 6, 2024 1 Kgs 8:22-23, 27-30 Ps 84:3, 4, 5 and 10, 11 Mk 7:1-13 

Wednesday, February 7, 2024 1 Kgs 10:1-10 Ps 37:5-6, 30-31, 39-40 Mk 7:14-23 

Thursday, February 8, 2024 1 Kgs 11:4-13 Ps 106:3-4, 35-36, 37 and 40 Mk 7:24-30 

Friday, February 9, 2024 1 Kgs 11:29-32; 12:19 Ps 81:10-11ab, 12-13, 14-15 Mk 7:31-37 

Saturday, February 10, 2024 1 Kgs 12:26-32; 13:33-34 Ps 106:6-7ab, 19-20, 21-22 Mk 8:1-10 

Sunday, February 11, 2024 Lv 13:1-2, 44-46 Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11 1 Cor 10:31-11:1 Lk 7:16 

Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, Beth 
Kujawski, Chuck Smith, Toni Hetteroth, Brian 
Scott, Dianne Smith, Frank Diolosa, Theodore 
Dunyak, Andy Sabine, Elaine Giblock, Tripp 
Ravenfeld, Marie Gould, Christopher Diolosa, 
Steve Andolora, Doris Garbarino, Melissa 
Staiger, Bonnie Holton, John Jennings, Arlene 
Toth, Deborah MacInnes, Judy Bocchicchio, 
Leo Diaz, Glory D’Acunto, Josephine Brennan, 
Frank Trimboli, Gabrielle D’Acunto, Anthony 
Pelle, Jr, Joey Brune, Phillip Wenz, Patrick 
Abeel, Robin Trombino, Mary Miniscalchi, 
Lane Morell, Frank Falesto, Jean Stein, Ann 
Rosetto, Eileen Morello, Elaine Stemmle, Tom 
Martin, Dorothy Palumbo, Jacob Rivera, Jaxson 
Rivera, Jennie D’Angelo, Paul Hetteroth, 
Cheryl Vega, Irene Kislan, Renee Brady, Carol 
Spezzano, Michael Seiler, Shannon Hubert, 
Ronald Nuzzola, Ray Kijowski, Nicholas 
Biddle, Matthew Biddle, Dennis Shwiner 
 
Contact the Parish Office to let us know of anyone to be 
remembered in prayer, so we may include them or, if they 
can be removed.   

Saturday, February 3 
  4:00 pm Frances Perrotta 
                (Barbara & Joseph Constantine) 
Sunday, February 4 
  9:00 am  Edward Coyle 
                (Carol & Tommy Ammirata) 
11:00 am  Claire Ahem  
                (Karen & Marv Badach) 

Monday, February 5 
  9:00 am  Ann Dolan (Mary Boyd) 

Tuesday, February 6 
  9:00 am  Vonreaden Family  
                (Petercsak Family) 

Wednesday, February 7 
  9:00 am  Eileen Hmielewski (Merwin Family) 

Thursday, February 8 
  9:00 am  Shirley Siwiec  
               (Linda Siwiec & Family) 

 Saturday, February 10 
  4:00 pm  Mimma Constantine 
                (Barbara & Joseph Constantine)  

Sunday, February 11 
  9:00 am  James E Deefendorf, III 
                (Eileen & Jack Fecht) 
11:00 am  Intentions of the Rookey Family 
                (Ernie & Barbara Rookey) 

               
To secure your intentions, please contact the Parish Office. 
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 
CONTRIBUTIONS JAN 15 - 21, 2024 

       Total                               $5,227.80 
Thank you for your contributions as we support 
the ministries, programs and facilities of our 

parish.  

 

 
SOUPER BOWL 

SOUP & CHILI SALE 
February 10 & 11 after all masses 
Homemade soups:  $5.00 & $7.00 

Homemade Chili: $5.00 
Proceeds to benefit  
St. Monica Church 

Organized by the Women of St. Monica 
For Questions contact Mary Ann 

732-740-4785 

St Monica is in need of volunteers to assist 
with general maintenance of our facilities.  If 
you’re handy and available to offer your time 
and talent periodically on your schedule, please 
contact Liz Hills in the parish office at 732-
928-0279 or parishoffice@saintmonica.com. 

Ash Wednesday, February 14 
9:00 am Mass  

4:30 pm Service 
7:00 pm Mass 

(Ashes will be distributed at all) 

Stations of the Cross 
Fridays during Lent:  7:00 pm 

Daily Mass 
Thursday February 15  

Tuesday - Thursday February 20 - 22       
Monday - Thursday February 26 - March 21 
Monday through Wednesday March 25 - 27 

9:00 am  
Adoration/Benediction 

Wednesday, March 6  
following 9:00 am Mass 

Lenten Penance Service 
Wednesday, March 6 

7:00 pm 
Adoration/Benediction/Confessions 

Thursday, March 7 
7:00 pm 

Tenebrae Service  
Wednesday, March 27 

7:00 pm 

Holy Thursday, March 28 
(No 9:00 am Mass Today) 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper:  7:00 pm 
Church remains open for Reposition of the Blessed Sacrament until 

10:00 pm 
Good Friday, March 29 

Liturgy of the Passion and Death of Our Lord 
Holy Communion 

Veneration of the Cross 
3:00 pm 

Stations of the Cross:  7:00 pm 

Holy Saturday, March 30 
Blessing of Easter Food 11:00 am    

(No 4:00 pm Mass) 
Easter Vigil Service 8:00 pm 

Easter Sunday, March 31 
Masses: 

  9:00 am and 11:00 am 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

In honor of World Marriage Day 2024 
Fr. Alex will confer a  

Blessing of Marriages at all Masses  
next weekend, Feb 10 & 11- See Page 5 
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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - February 4, 2024 

Please refresh your understanding of 
fasting, abstinence, and sacrifice by 
reading this notice from our Bishop. 
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Saturday, February 3 
    3:15  pm Confessions 
    4:00  pm Mass  
    5:00  pm Sat Choir (Parish Hall) 
Sunday, February 4 
    9:00 am  Mass  
    11:00 am  Mass  
    12:00 pm Women of St. Monica (Little Church) 
    12:15 pm  Grief Support Mtg. (Kitchen)  
Monday, February 5 
      9:00 am Mass 
      4:30  pm Religious Education 
      6:15  pm Religious Education 
Tuesday, February 6 
    9:00  am Mass 
    5:30  om Religious Education 
    7:00  pm Adult Choir 
    7:30  pm Legion of Mary (Little Church) 
Wednesday, February 7 
    9:00 am Mass  
     9:30 am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Thursday, February 8 
    9:00 am Mass 
    10:00  am Funeral 
     7: 00  pm K of C Mtg. (Parish Hall)  
Saturday, February 10 
    3:15  pm Confessions 
    4:00  pm Mass/Marriage Blessing 
Sunday, February 11 
    9:00 am  Mass /Marriage Blessing 
    11:00 am  Mass /Marriage Blessing 
    12:15 pm  Grief Support Mtg. (LC) 
Monday, February 12 
      9:00 am Mass 
      4:30  pm Religious Education 
      6:15  pm Religious Education 
Tuesday, February 13 
    9:00  am Mass 
    5:30  om Religious Education 
    7:00  pm Adult Choir 
    7:30  pm Legion of Mary (Little Church) 
Wednesday, February 14 
    Ash Wednesday 
    9:00 am Mass with Ashes 
     4:30 pm Service with Ashes 
     7:00  pm Mass with Ashes 

The Beauty of  Catholic Marriage 
 

This year World Marriage Day is being 
celebrated on Sunday, Feb. 11th, and National 
Marriage Week is from February 7th to the 
14th. 

Catholic Marriage is unique among other 
marital relationships because it is a sacrament 
that makes Christ present in our world. The 
relationship between husband and wife 
mirrors the relationship of Jesus Christ for 
his people. 

Pope Francis says, “Married love clearly 
reveals that the vocation of the human 
person is to love one other person forever 
and that the trials, sacrifices and crises in the 
life of the couple or the family are stages for 
growth in goodness, truth and beauty.”  

There will be a blessing for all married 
couples at every Mass next weekend, Feb. 10 
& 11. Please join us.  

MARRIAGE DAY & MARRIAGE WEEK 
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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - February 4, 2024 
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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - February 4, 2024 

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreats 
The psychological and spiritual wounds of 
abortion can be sharp, deep, and crippling. 
You may feel a deep numbness and may not 
be able to name the pain or recognize any of 
the symptoms.  

It can also have a devastating impact on the 
father or grandparents of the aborted child, 
and friends of the mother.  

You do not have to continue to hide in 
shame and fear. Rachel’s Vineyard Retreats 
are a chance to focus on this painful time in 
your life through a supportive non-
judgmental process, in an atmosphere of 
confidentiality, understanding, and compas-
sion. It is designed to help both women and 
men experience the mercy and compassion of 
God. 

If you have suffered through an abortion 
and have isolated yourself from healing and 
forgiveness, you might consider attending 
one of our retreat weekends.  

For more information, contact Judy  

Warenkiewicz at 732-536-6871.  
All inquiries are strictly confidential.  

 

HEALING THE WOUNDS OF ABORTION 
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The Eucharist - St Monica 
Masses & Reconciliation 
Monday - Thursday   9:00 am--3:30 pm 
Saturday              4:00 pm  
Sunday              9:00 & 11:00 am 
Holy Days              As Noted 
Reconciliation   -Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm  
                         -1st Thursday of the month 7:00 pm        
   -or by appt. 
Exposition of the Holy Sacrament &  
Benediction 
1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am 
1st Thursday of each month 7:00 pm with 
Confessions 

Parish Office Hours  
Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 3:30 pm 

Baptisms 
Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and 
godparents are required to attend our Baptism 
preparation program. Please call the parish office 
to register. 

Visits to the Sick and Homebound 
May be arranged by calling our parish office. 

Knights of Columbus Council #11529 
Catholic Men coming together selflessly for  
others through Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and 
Patriotism.  Visit our Website at  
www.kofc11529.org. 

St Vincent de Paul Society 
Emergency Assistance Helpline:  732-370-0098 

Bereavement Ministry 
Please contact the parish office for more  
information. 

Grief Support 
For those grieving the loss of a loved one or 
close friend. This is a Catholic centered Support 
Group offering a caring, compassionate, and 
confidential environment to support your 
journey from grieving to healing. For registration 
and details contact Deacon John White 848-992-
1652 or dcnjohnw@gmail.com  
 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)  
For those seeking full membership in the  
Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office. 

Youth Group 
Open to all children of St Monica registered fami-
lies and we would love to have you join us. For 
more information, contact Theresa Calsetta  
732-299-0261. 

New Parishioners 
Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms 
may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com. 
Please contact the parish office for further infor-
mation. 
Adult Faith Formation Core Team 
Our mission is to encourage and support parish-
ioners in their lifelong learning in the faith in or-
der to grow closer to God, Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit through discipleship and evangelization. 
Marriages 
The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey requests a 
one year period of preparation for marriage in the 
church. Contact the parish office to make  
arrangements. 

Religious Education 
Children are expected to receive a Catholic-
Christian upbringing in their family life, to wor-
ship regularly at Sunday Mass, and to participate 
in ongoing Religious Education classes. Our pro-
gram includes grades 1-8. Please contact Karen 
Badach, Coordinator of Religious Education 732-
928-4038 or stmonicaccd@yahoo.com  
Legion of Mary 
Members participate in the life of the parish 
through visitation of families, the sick and  
assisting with pastoral needs.  

Women of St Monica 
Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving 
to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith, 
promoting community and conduct fundraisers 
throughout the year and enhance parish life in a  
variety of ways.  



649 

 

 Church of Saint Monica, Jackson, New Jersey Page 10 

Reflections on the Readings for 5th Week in Ordinary Time — February 4, 2024 
 

COMFORT, COMFORT MY PEOPLE 
There are times when the Scripture readings seem to completely contradict each other. 
Today we hear Job’s deep lament of his sufferings from the Old Testament, while in the 
New Testament we read about Jesus healing Peter’s mother-in-law and the whole town 
of Capernaum. The first addresses profound suffering, while the second is a story of 
abundant healing.  

This apparent contradiction draws us into one 
of the great mysteries of life—the meaning of 
suffering. How can a good God allow evil? If 
God desires to heal us, why does he let us 
suffer? The answers to these questions Christ 
fully discloses on the Cross. Today we will 
ponder this mystery briefly, but these are 
questions we wrestle with throughout our lives 
as we wait for Heaven where “every tear will 
be wiped away.”  

Though we may never fully understand suffer-
ing, we can be certain that God desires to 
heal us and bring value into our suffering. He 
sent us his only Son to suffer and die for our 
salvation, and through this mystery we can 
glimpse how suffering can make us more like 
him. But we first need to ask for him to heal us 
in our suffering. We see Jesus beginning that 
work today in the little town of Capernaum, and he 
longs to continue that same work in each of our lives. 

PRAYER 
Let’s reflect on these words from the Gospel 
reading from today. Call to mind the scene of 
Jesus healing Peter’s mother-in-law. Then im-
agine the whole town coming to his doorstep with all of their needs for healing. What 
needs do you need to bring to the Lord in your own life?  

Take a word that comes to mind and reflect for a moment on what it means to you per-
sonally. For example, you might have been attracted to the words, “He approached.” 
Ask yourself what they mean in your own life. How do you feel when you imagine Jesus 
approaching you? Do you trust him? Do you want him to approach you in this place? 
How can you allow him to approach you in the places you desire healing? 

RESOLUTION 
St. Therese of Lisieux said, “For me, prayer is a surge of the heart; it is a simple look 
turned toward heaven, it is a cry of recognition and of love, embracing both trial and joy.” 
Ask God today to teach you to pray. Ask him to help you turn towards Heaven with a cry 
of love throughout your day. What practical thing can you do this week to look towards 
God and let him approach you in his great love?  |formed.org 
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In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

732-777-7888
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE EXCELLENCE

2014-2022 Pursuit of
Excellence Recipient

2015 & 2019
Community

Service
Award

11 years in a row!

Serving Ocean & Monmouth County
125 S. Cooks Bridge Road

Jackson, NJ 08527
G. Oliverie, Mgr., N.J. Lic. #3833

732-719-7250

PIZZA
ENTREE’S

SANDWICHES

Proudly supporting 
the St. Monica
Community!

Facebook: Cruise Planners- Qwana Grant              Instagram: @QwanaCP 

www.Time2GoVacations.com
Qwana Grant - Travel Specialist

(848) 444-3515

Serving St. Monica’s Parish
Since 2001

732-530-3636
697 Broad Street #202
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702

www.comfortkeepers.com/centraljersey

FindingFABER

F R E E
DOWNLOAD!
F R

latest off ers
by bulle  n 
sponsors

INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY
IN THE COMMUNITY

Place Your Ad Here
to Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Ellen Bollinger

ebollinger@jppc.net  (917) 488-2035



649 Church of St. Monica, Jackson, NJ (back) Rt. Shore John Patrick Publishing Company • 800-333-3166 • www.jppc.net

Off ering Pre-Planning Programs
Handicap-Accessible Facility

Original Family Owned and Operated
Since 1978

Parishioners

732-364-6808
contact@hasslerfuneralhome.com

www.hasslerfuneralhome.com

Brian T. Hassler
Manager

N.J. Lic. No. 4054

George S. Hassler
Owner & Director

N.J. Lic. No. 3193

George S. Hassler Funeral HomeGeorge S. Hassler Funeral Home

980 Bennetts Mills Rd. 
Jackson, NJ

Scott Rusbarsky, Parishioner
732-733-4211
www.fivestarpainting.com

Timothy E. Ryan, Founder (1951-2019)
Mark L. Sarin, Senior Director NJ Lic. No. 4134

www.ryanfuneralhome.com

DeBow Chapel, 150 W. Veteran’s Hwy., Jackson
732-928-0032 • 732-901-3200

732-408-0900 • www.lawrdm.com

Fuel Oil • Gasoline • Diesel • Furnaces • Boilers • HVAC
BUDGET • SALES • SERVICE 

800-349-FUEL(3835)

Home Improvement
Handyman Services

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Mike Debiak, Owner/Cra  sman

Your 360 Improvements, LLC
732.995.6320

Fully Licensed and Insured
HIC #13VH12352400

Serving Ocean, Monmouth and Mercer Counties

732.598.5850 mobile
SFernandes@ERAcentral.com

Parishioner
Parlo Italiano

Falo Português
Hablo Español

Stefania “Stef” Fernandes
Broker Associate | Accredited Stager

210 Route 539 • Cream Ridge, NJ 08514
609.259.0200 office 609.259.7027 fax

www.StefSellsNJ.com           Each ERA® Offi  ce is Independently Owned and Operated
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